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Session Outline 

• 10:10-10:15: Introduction 

• 10:15-10:25: Introduce the topic 

• 10:25-10:30: Case Study  

• 10:30-10:42: Group Work  

• 10:42-10:54: Report Out 

• 10:54-11:00: Teacher Ideas 

• 11:00-11:05: Supreme Court Summer Institute 

• 11:05-11:10: Street Law Website/Conclusion 
 



“The right of the people to be secure in their 
persons, houses, papers and effects, against 
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall 
not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, 
but upon probable cause, supported by 
Oath or affirmation, and particularly 
describing the place to be searched, and the 
persons or things to be seized.”  

  – Fourth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution 

 



The Language of the Law 

•How might you use 
this in your class? 



Is a dog-sniff at someone’s front door a 
“search” that violates the 4th Amendment? 



What do you need to search? 

a. Searching someone’s house requires a warrant. 

b. Observing from the other side of the street is 
constitutional and does NOT require a warrant. 

 

BIG QUESTION: 

Is bringing a drug-sniffing dog to someone’s front 
door the same as watching from across the 
street, or the same as going in the house:  Do you 
need a warrant first? 

 



Precendents 

• In order to teach PRECEDENTS, you can take any 
court case and show the connections.   

 

• Katz v. U.S. 

• Kyllo v. U.S. 

• Illinois v. Caballes 



Katz v. United States (1967) 

• Charles Katz was using a public payphone, and the 
FBI recorded his conversations using a device 
attached to the exterior of the phone booth. The 
Supreme Court said that this was an intrusion into 
Katz’s reasonable expectation of privacy, because 
people would typically believe their telephone 
conversations to be private after they had entered a 
booth and closed the door. Based on this decision, 
courts deciding Fourth Amendment issues will often 
first determine whether an individual who has been 
searched had an expectation of privacy that society 
recognizes as reasonable. 



Kyllo v. United States (2000) 
• Danny Kyllo was suspected of growing marijuana in his 

home. A federal agent used a thermal imaging device to 
scan the house from across the street. He wanted to see 
if Kyllo was using high-intensity lamps normally used in 
marijuana growing operations. The Supreme Court ruled 
that using this device to gather information about what 
was inside a home was a search. The Court said this 
technology was not something generally used by the 
public and that it detected information that would have 
been previously unknowable without a physical intrusion 
into the house. Therefore, its use violates the reasonable 
expectation of privacy that people generally have 
regarding the inside of their homes.  

 



Illinois v. Caballes (2005) 

• Roy Caballes was legally stopped by a state trooper for 
speeding on the highway. While his ticket was being 
issued, a second trooper walked a drug-sniffing dog 
around his car, which led to the discovery of marijuana. 
The Supreme Court decided that the use of a dog-sniff 
around a car during a lawful traffic stop is not a “search” 
because it does not violate a reasonable expectation of 
privacy. As long as the police are already allowed to be 
where they are, like on a public highway, it is not 
reasonable to believe you should be able to keep illegal 
things from being discovered there.  

 



Florida vs. Jardines: Case Study 

Read the case study: 

a. Background 

b. Facts 

c. Issue 

d. Constitutional Amendment and Precedents 

 

Take 5 Minutes to do so. 



Group Work 

• Give Handout to jot down arguments. 

• Work in groups of 3-4 

• Half the room come up with arguments for 
Florida, Other half for Jardines. 

• If you get done early, come up with arguments 
for the opposing side. 
 



Report Out 

• Share arguments alternating back and forth. 

• Which side do you believe to have the most 
compelling case?  Thoughts. 

 

• Pass out court decision. 



Decision 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K1Ya3SGukfM#t=39 
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Teacher Ideas 

•Any suggestions on how you could 
teach a case with precedents in class? 



Supreme Court Summer Institute 
• www.streetlaw.org  

a. Programs 

b. Worth every penny! 

http://www.streetlaw.org/


 

http://www.streetlaw.org/en/CalendarEvent/113/2014_Supreme_Court_Summer_Institute_for_Teachers  
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Street Law Website 
• Resources 

a. www.landmarkcases.org  

b. Court Case Summaries - 
http://www.streetlaw.org/en/Page/41/Supreme
_Court_Case_Studies_By_Topic  

c. Deliberating in a Democracy - 
http://www.dda.deliberating.org/index.php?opti
on=com_content&view=section&layout=blog&id
=5&Itemid=37&lang=en 

 

Create a username & password.  It is free! 
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Contact Information 

Jeff Delezenne 

Clinton High School – Clinton, Michigan 

Jeff.delezenne@clinton.k12.mi.us 

 

Manessa Braman 

Addison High School – Addison, Michigan 

bramanm@addisonschools.org 

 

 

 

mailto:Jeff.delezenne@clinton.k12.mi.us
mailto:bramanm@addisonschools.org

