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Michigan Social Studies Content Expectations 

 

High 

 

1.1.1  Identify roles citizens play in civic and private life, with emphasis on leadership. 

 

1.1.4  Explain the purposes of politics, why people engage in the political process, and what the political 

process can achieve (e.g., promote the greater good, promote self-interest, advance solutions to 

public issues and problems, achieve a just society). 

 

2.2.3  Use past and present policies to analyze conflicts that arise in society due to competing 

constitutional principles or fundamental values (e.g., liberty and authority, justice and equality, 

individual rights, and the common good). 

 

3.5.8  Evaluate, take, and defend positions about the formation and implementation of a current public 

policy issue, and examine ways to participate in the decision making process about the issue. 

 

6.1.1  Identify and research various viewpoints on significant public policy issues. 

 

6.1.2  Locate, analyze, and use various forms of evidence, information, and sources about a significant 

public policy issue, including primary and secondary sources, legal documents (e.g., Constitutions, 

court decisions, state law), non-text based information (e.g., maps, charts, tables, graphs, and 

cartoons), and other forms of political communication (e.g., oral political cartoons, campaign 

advertisements, political speeches, and blogs). 

 

6.1.4  Address a public issue by suggesting alternative solutions or courses of action, evaluating the 

consequences of each, and proposing an action to address the issue or resolve the problem. 

 

6.1.5  Make a persuasive, reasoned argument on a public issue and support using evidence (e.g., historical 

and contemporary examples), constitutional principles, and fundamental values of American 

constitutional democracy; explain the stance or position. 

 

6.2.1  Describe the relationship between politics and the attainment of individual and public goals (e.g., 

how individual interests are fulfilled by working to achieve collective goals). 

 

6.2.3  Describe how, when, and where individuals can participate in the political process at the local, state, 

and national levels (including, but not limited to voting, attending political and governmental 

meetings, contacting public officials, working in campaigns, community organizing, demonstrating 

or picketing, boycotting, joining interest groups or political action committees); evaluate the 

effectiveness of these methods of participation. 

 

6.2.9  Evaluate the claim that constitutional democracy requires the participation of an attentive, 

knowledgeable, and competent citizenry. 

 

6.2.10 Participate in a real or simulated public hearing or debate and evaluate the role of deliberative public 

discussions in civic life. 

 

6.2.11 Identify typical issues, needs, or concerns of citizens (e.g., seeking variance, zoning changes, 

information about property taxes), and actively demonstrate ways citizens might use local 

governments to resolve issues or concerns. 

 

Eighth 

 

8 – U6.2.1 United States History Investigation Topic and Issue Analysis, Past and Present – Use historical 

perspectives to analyze issues in the United States from the past and the present; conduct research on 

a historical issue or topic, identify a connection to a contemporary issue, and present findings (e.g., 

oral, visual, video, or electronic presentation, persuasive essay, or research paper); include causes 



and consequences of the historical action and predict possible consequences of the contemporary 

action. 

 

 

8 – P3.1.1 Identify, research, analyze, discuss, and defend a position on a national public policy issue. 

• Identify a national public policy issue. 

• Clearly state the issue as a question of public policy orally or in written form. 

• Use inquiry methods to trace the origins of the issue and to acquire data about the issue. 

• Generate and evaluate alternative resolutions to the public issue and analyze various 

perspectives (causes, consequences, positive and negative impact) on the issue. 

• Identify and apply core democratic values or constitutional principles. 

• Share and discuss findings of research and issue analysis in group discussions and debates. 

• Compose a persuasive essay justifying the position with a reasoned argument. 

• Develop an action plan to address or inform others about the issue 

 

8 – P4.2.1 Demonstrate knowledge of how, when, and where individuals would plan and conduct activities 

intended to advance views in matters of public policy, report the results, and evaluate effectiveness. 

 

8 – P4.2.2 Engage in activities intended to contribute to solving a national or international problem studied. 

 

8 – P4.2.3 Participate in projects to help or inform others (e.g., service learning projects). 

 

Fifth 

 

5 – P3.1.1 Identify contemporary public issues related to the United States Constitution and their related 

factual, definitional, and ethical questions. 

 

5 – P3.1.2 Use graphic data and other sources to analyze information about a contemporary public issue 

related to the United States Constitution and evaluate alternative resolutions. 

 

5 – P3.1.3 Give examples of how conflicts over core democratic values lead people to differ on 

contemporary constitutional issues in the United States. 

 

5 – P3.3.1 Compose a short essay expressing a position on a contemporary public policy issue related to the 

Constitution and justify the position with a reasoned argument. 

 

5– P4.2.1 Develop and implement an action plan and know how, when, and where to address or inform 

others about a public issue. 

 

5 – P4.2.2 Participate in projects to help or inform others. 


